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Mexico City, the site of the first World Mayors Summit on Climate (WMSC) in 2010, is once again
scheduled to convene mayors to address climate issues on Nov. 30-Dec. 2.
The 2010 gathering, hosted by Marcelo Ebrard, the city’s mayor at the time, resulted in the Mexico
City Pact, a non-binding initiative that proposed a set of steps for large metropolitan areas to
monitor and verify compliance with initiatives to combat climate change (NotiEn, December 2010).
Ebrard then presented the results of the meeting at the UN Framework Convention for Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in Cancún on Dec. 6, 2010 (NotiEn, December 2010).
Most of the discussions in this year’s gathering will take place during the first two days of
December. The 2016 summit, which is organized by the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, will
be co-hosted by Mexico City Mayor Miguel Mancera, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, and Rio de Janeiro
Mayor Eduardo da Costa Paes. Hidalgo is the president-elect of the C40, which works to convene
and support networks that provide a range of services to advance cities’ climate change efforts.
Mexico City will be the sixth metropolitan area to host the C40 gathering since the coalition was
organized more than 10 years ago. Other cities that have served as hosts are London (2005), New
York (2007), Seoul (2009), Sao Paulo (2012), and Johannesburg (2014).

Collaborative efforts
The C40 supports 17 networks organized under six initiative areas covering the mitigation,
adaptation, and sustainability topics of highest priority to C40 cities and with the potential for the
greatest climate impact.
The C40 also works closely with the Compact of Mayors, a global coalition of city leaders created
to promote the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and to prepare cities for the future impacts
of climate change. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and former New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg launched the Compact of Mayors in 2014 at the UN Climate Summit. More than 400
cities have committed to the Compact of Mayors
Mexico City officials said the upcoming C40 meeting will bring together elected officials, business
leaders, and academics to consider a blueprint to discuss urban solutions to climate change and
highlight the leadership role of cities in addressing the problem. The talks are also expected to focus
on finding ways to finance climate action in cities.
Organizers say the summit will feature a series of roundtable discussions and working sessions
on city-driven climate actions and their impact. “The discussions will be data-driven and outcome
focused,” according to the C40 website. “Mayors, urban practitioners, and technical experts
will share successful projects, policies, and programs across a range of sectors and action areas,
including building energy efficiency, low carbon transport, green growth, and climate resilience.”
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Following up on COP 21
Organizers noted that the Mexico City summit will take place one year after the historic COP 21
climate negotiations in which the global community agreed to limit global warming to less than 2
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, and ideally below 1.5 degrees (SourceMex, Jan. 6, 2016,
NotiCen, Jan. 7, 2016, NotiSur, Jan 8, 2016).
“[The summit] will provide a global forum to highlight the progress that cities are continuing to
make on climate change through local action and global collaboration,” said the C40 site. “The
mayors of the world’s greatest cities will once again demonstrate their leadership in building a
broad coalition to act on this most pressing issue of our times. The event will showcase the plans and
commitments of C40 mayors and cities ahead of 2020, when global emissions must peak.”
The statement on the website noted that mayors and cities are essential to achieving the goals of the
Paris Agreement. “C40 cities––representing more than 600 million people and 25% of global GDP––
have a particularly important role to play,” it said.
Mayors have been very vocal in calling for a change in the manner in which low-carbon and climate
change projects are financed and funded. “We need to be capable of implementing the agenda,
to put in place practical and concrete programs that will affect the lives of thousands of citizens,”
Barcelona Mayor Ada Colau said at the UN Habitat III conference in Quito, Ecuador, in midOctober. “Cities must have direct access to funds, direct access to financial institutions,” she said. “It
is cities that for many years have been leading the way on tackling climate change.”
Mancera, who attended the meeting in Ecuador as a representative of the C40 group, said the
financing reforms could revolutionize the manner in which cities take action on climate change. He
presented a demand from mayors urging that development banks implement reforms in order to
respond directly to the needs of city authorities. At the same time, national governments should
build new and lasting policy and regulatory frameworks to support city fundraising on climate
change, he said.
Mancera emphasized the need for cities to be supported directly so they can implement projects
to reduce climate-changing emissions and deliver on the New Urban Agenda––a 20-year vision for
cities adopted at the Habitat III summit.
According to the Thomson Reuters news agency, the New Urban Agenda offers a six-point plan
recommending that cities not only be provided with direct access to international climate funds
but also receive authority from their national governments to control climate funds directly. The
document also provides a blueprint to guide the growth of cities, towns, and informal settlements in
a bid to ensure that cities are sustainable, do not destroy the environment, and protect the rights of
the vulnerable. The guide is important, given the growth projections for urban areas. In 2014, 54% of
the world’s population lived in cities, but by 2050 this is expected to rise to nearly 70%.
A number of international environmental organizations have come out in support of the mayors’
proposals, including such prestigious groups as the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the UN
Environment Programme, the World Resources Institute, and Britain’s Overseas Development
Institute.
During the Mexico City conference, the C40 will present a series of awards to municipal
governments for achievements in combating climate change. “Cities Awards will aim to share highly
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replicable ‘best practices’ across cities and draw attention to outstanding performances that have
achieved a high level of environmental success in a challenging context,” according to the C40 site.
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